Planned PEThood of Georgia Awarded $15,000 Orphan Kitten Club Grant

Innovation grant to fund resources and training for new Bottle Baby Brigade

DULUTH, GA, April 18, 2025 - Planned PEThood of Georgia, a Gwinnett County-based
animal welfare nonprofit providing low-cost veterinary care, announced that it has
been awarded a $15,000 innovation grant from Qrphan Kitten Club (OKC), a national
nonprofit organization with a mission to innovate pediatric care and advance
protections for neonatal kittens in shelters. These funds will help some of the most
at-risk groups of kittens by providing the public with more resources and by
training additional bottle baby foster homes through the new Bottle Baby Brigade.

This innovative program helps one of the most at-risk groups of cats, neonatal
kittens who are between zero and eight weeks of age and in need of constant
critical care. Planned PEThood of Georgia currently has a small but hardworking
team of bottle baby feeders. In 2023, they assisted nearly 360 kittens under eight
weeks old. Planned PEThood of Georgia will empower the community to help
these kittens more by launching a Bottle Baby Brigade.

Under the leadership of Foster Coordinator and Neonatal Kitten Specialist, Patti
Cairer, the Bottle Baby Brigade will work to rescue these tiny felines in a
concentrated effort. Patti has been a Planned PEThood of Georgia bottle feeder for
six years, starting out with kittens and quickly discovering her passion for neonatal
kittens. Since then, she has focused on nurturing our most fragile little ones. During
the spring and summer, she will help train bottle baby foster homes, teach kitten-
specific classes, share kitten tips on social media, and work with local shelters and
veterinary clinics to provide them with materials and guidance. Planned PEThood of
Georgia aims to onboard at least eight new bottle baby foster homes during the grant
period and teach at least 15 additional community members to become bottle feeders
through free classes hosted at pet stores, veterinary clinics, or veterinary hospitals.


https://orphankittenclub.org/

“Neonate kittens are among the most fragile animals we serve. Raising bottle babies
responsibly takes unique skill and dedication. Planned PEThood is proud of its talented
Bottle Baby Brigade experts who work their tails off during kitten season. Thanks to a
generous grant from Orphan Kitten Club, we are now able to provide quality training to
those who wish to join us in our fight to save this vulnerable population of kitties,” said CJ
Bentley, CEO of Planned PEThood of Georgia.

Neonatal kittens ages zero to eight weeks are the most euthanized feline population in
animal shelters in the United States, accounting for at least half of feline deaths. The
specialized skills, supplies, veterinary expertise, and overnight care they require makes
them uniquely difficult to care for on-site in an animal shelter. For this reason, shelters
and rescues heavily rely on volunteer foster parents to assist in the care of this
vulnerable population.

Led by a panel of experts in animal welfare, veterinary medicine, and kitten wellbeing,
the Orphan Kitten Club Mightycat program strategically selects partners based on their
potential to create meaningful new impact for neonatal kittens. Following a bi-annual
application period, the advisory panel thoughtfully allocates donor funds to partner
programs that have proposed an executable and measurable plan to lower euthanasia
rates, increase lifesaving capacity, enhance quality of care and/or contribute to
groundbreaking research.

“Our Mightycat partners are shelters and foster-based rescues that are truly aligned
with our mission to increase lifesaving programs for kittens under eight weeks old,”
said Jackie Noble, Executive Director, Orphan Kitten Club. “"We're proud to partner with
Planned PEThood of Georgia to move the needle for neonatal kittens.”

For more information, visit https://pethoodga.org/kitten-care/.

About Planned PEThood of Georgia

Planned PEThood of Georgia’s mission is to help pets and their families by providing
innovative programs and affordable services that save lives. Founded in 2010,
Planned PEThood is a committed, compassionate, hardworking team of people who
have dedicated their lives to improving the welfare of cats and dogs in underserved
communities. We are there for those who desperately need our help. Working with
them. Side-by-side. Our nonprofit has been based in Gwinnett County as a trusted
resource for families who love their pets and just need a little help to provide for
them. To have the most positive impact, we focus on providing exceptional service
in fire specific areas - accessible pet care, affordable spay/neuter services, Trap-
Neuter-Return, shelter partnerships and community outreach, and rescue and adopt.

Follow Planned PEThood of Georgia on Instagram and Facebook. Visit us at
www.PEThoodGA.org.



https://pethoodga.org/kitten-care/
https://www.instagram.com/plannedpethood
https://www.facebook.com/PlannedPEThoodGA
https://pethoodga.org/

About Orphan Kitten Club

Orphan Kitten Club (OKC) is a national 501(c)3 charitable organization offering
lifesaving funding and resources to decrease euthanasia rates and increase quality of
care for neonatal kittens in shelters coast to coast. A 100 percent donor-funded
organization, Orphan Kitten Club is led by a team of experts in animal welfare,
veterinary medicine, and kitten wellbeing who thoughtfully identify Mightvcat shelter
partners and allocate donor funds to kitten programs, emergency veterinary care,
and ethical research programs that create meaningful change and move the needle
for neonatal kittens.

Founded in 2016 by Hannah “Kitten Lady” Shaw, award-winning kitten rescuer,
humane educator and New York Times best-selling author, Orphan Kitten Club has
awarded more than $3 million in Mightycat grants to save the lives of thousands of
kittens in over 100 communities.

To become a club member, a monthly supporter of Orphan Kitten Club, visit
nate.orphankittenclub.org/join.

Follow us on Instagram or Eacebook, or visit us at grphankittenclub.org.

CONTACT:
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CJ] Bentley
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